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Deliberative Pedagogy

Teaching and Learning for Democratic Engagement

Edited by Timothy J. Shaffer, Nicholas V. Longo, Idit
Manosevitch, and Maxine S. Thomas

As the public purposes of higher education are being challenged by the
increasing pressures of commodification and market-driven principles,
Deliberative Pedagogy argues for colleges and universities to be critical spaces
for democratic engagement. The authors build upon contemporary research on
participatory approaches to teaching and learning while simultaneously offering
a robust introduction to the theory and practice of deliberative pedagogy as
a new educational model for civic life. The contributors seek to catalyze a
conversation about the role of deliberation in the next paradigm of teaching
and learning in higher education and how this connects with the future of
democracy. Ultimately, this book seeks to demonstrate how higher education
institutions can cultivate collaborative and engaging learning environments
that better address the complex challenges in our global society.

“A sophisticated and dedicated international community of scholar-educators is working
to integrate deliberation into college-level education. This landmark book combines their
experience, craft, and scholarship. It addresses every aspect of the topic from theory to
measurement. It's an important contribution to pedagogy and to strengthening democracies.”

—PETER LEVINE, Associate Dean for Research, Jonathan M. Tisch College of
Civic Life, Tufts University
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Deliberative pedagogy - the editors begin - is a democratic
educational process and a way of thinking that encourages
students to encounter and consider multiple perspectives, weigh
trade-offs and tensions, and move toward action through
informed judgment. It is simultaneously a way of teaching

that is itself deliberative and a process for developing the skills,
behaviors, and values that support deliberative practice. Perhaps
most important, the work of deliberative pedagogy is about
space-making: creating and holding space for authentic and
productive dialogue, conversations that can ultimately be not
only educational but also transformative (xxi).
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